
 

 

Term 2, Week 4, 10th May,  2017 

 May 

8-12 Mother’s Day 

Stall each day 

9-11  NAPLAN  

 Yrs 3 & Yr 5 

12 Mother’s Day 

 Liturgy   

  15   QC Cup 

Senior Girls 

 25 Under 8’s Day 

All  Hallows Visit 

  26 Sorry Day 

JUNE 

     6   Marcellin 

Liturgy 

15 Field Events 

  16 Athletics Day 

  16 Report Cards 

Sent home 

 Principal’s News 
 

Welcome to Week Four. 

During Mass this week, Fr Subin’s homily reflected on Jesus                                   
as the ‘Good Shepherd’ and Jesus’ claim, “I know my sheep,                        
and mine know me”. As I pondered what this meant to me,                               
it was obvious as Principal of St Joseph’s, that I was also                               
a shepherd. Blessed with a small school, this enables me to                                         
be a ‘shepherd’, who tends to the whole flock. Assisted by a dedicated team, 
my role of shepherd is possible, as I am able to share a relationship with all 
the ‘flock’ and they know me. This reciprocal relationship ensures that we 
attend to the needs of all our students. I think this is a lovely way of look-
ing at the roles of all our staff in the school, as St Joseph’s staff share the 
philosophy of, ‘all our students belong to us and we are all responsible for 
their learning’. In this sense we are all shepherds and we endeavour to know 
and assist all our learners. 

Building Project 

Last week, I met with the building project team, who will be transforming our multi-
purpose court into an impressive covered area. To minimise the disruption to learning, 
they will begin the first stage over the June holidays. The area surrounding the multi-
purpose court will be fenced off, preventing students entering this space. We look      
forward to watching the development of our new building and eagerly anticipate the 
use of the new space in Term Four. 

P&F Thank You 

I would like to extend a huge thank you to the dedicated        

parents from the P&F. Through their dedication and commitment, 
we now have two new data projectors. We have replaced the Year 3 
projector and Br Tim sourced the most appropriate projector for this 
class. The other projector was installed in the staffroom for 
the weekly professional development session that staff     
engage in. We urge you to become involved in P&F and    
assist them to continue assisting in the progressive develop-
ment of our school. 

May, Month of Mary 

The month of May, is the month Catholics dedicate to Mary. It is an expression of the 
faith and love, which Catholics in every part of the world dedicate to our Queen of     
Heaven. During this month Christians, both in church and in the privacy of the home, 
offer up to Mary from their hearts an especially fervent and loving homage of prayer and 
worship. We continue our daily dedication to Mary by saying her special prayer each day. 



 

 

Principal’s News continued 

What’s happening this term? 
8th-12th  May-Mother’s Day stall. 

9th-11th    May-Naplan. 

12th May- Mother’s Day Liturgy at 2pm. 

15th May- QC Netball-senior girls. 

19th May- Domestic Violence Day. 

25th May- Under 8’s day activities and All Hallows visit. 

26th May- Sorry Day. 

6th June-  Marcellin Champagnat Liturgy. 

15th June- Athletics Field Events. 

16th June- Athletics Day — School Reports sent home. 

20th-21st   June-Parent/Teacher conference. 

21st -23rd  June-St Rita’s visit and school holidays begin. 

Tracey Gerrard  Acting Principal  

I hope you have a wonderful fortnight ahead. I began the Principal report talking about my role as 
shepherd, but I also love the words of John Quincy Adams, who states that to be a leader you 
must: 

“Inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more 
and become more”. 

Thanks to our dedicated staff, who strive to                                                                             
achieve this for all our students.                                                                                                   
Thank you all, for your support,                                                                                                  
which enables us to do this. 

 St Joseph’s —  
 The pot of gold at the end of the rainbow! 

To ALL our MOTHERS and NANNAS 

whether you are a Past, Present or a 

soon to be Mum.  May your day be 

filled with love, joy 

and laughter. 

Have a lovely day on 

Sunday. 

God Bless all Mothers . 

 



 

 

APRE News 

Time flies when you’re having fun. We can’t believe that we are in Week 4 already. This week our Year 3 and 5 
classes are participating in NAPLAN testing. I have included some information which may assist parents in     
gaining a greater understanding of this assessment process.  

What is NAPLAN?  

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual national assessment for all 
students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. All students in these year levels are expected to participate in tests in reading, 
writing, language conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy. All government and           
non-government education authorities have contributed to the development of NAPLAN materials.  

Why do students do NAPLAN tests?  

NAPLAN is the measure through which governments, education authorities, schools, teachers and parents can 
determine whether or not young Australians are meeting important educational outcomes in literacy and        
numeracy. The tests provide parents and schools with an understanding of how individual students are           
performing at the time of the tests. They also provide schools, states and territories with information about 
how education programs are working and what areas need to be prioritised for improvement.  

NAPLAN tests are one aspect of a school’s assessment and reporting process. They do not replace the extensive 
ongoing assessments made by teachers about each student’s performance. We thank our teachers for             
supporting and preparing our students for these tests.  

 

Mother’s Day Liturgy 

We look forward to celebrating Mother’s Day with you during our liturgy this Friday afternoon at 2pm in the 
Church. A reminder to send in a photo of yourself and your child/ren before Thursday to help with our             
celebrations. A RSVP went home on Monday with your child/ren for the afternoon tea that will be provided.           
Please send back to school by Thursday.  

May – the Month of Mary  

May is the month known in our Church as the Month of Mary. It is the time that Catholics around the world   
especially take the time to honour and pay a tribute of faith to Mary, our good Mother. Pope Francis has spoken 
of his devotion to Mary as a very deep love – a devotion that means that he prays the Rosary three times a day. 
Pope Francis has admitted the importance of his daily Rosary to his sense of peace and wellbeing, which also 
helped him remain calm during his election as Pope. 

In our school community, let us remember that wherever there is faith there is the example of Mary, because 
she lived by faith as the Scriptures remind us. Mary is our model of faith and her example of love, care and       
devotion to Jesus teaches us of the simple values we want to share with others in our community – being        
present to others, having a sense of simplicity in how we go about the important things in our day, celebrating 
and nurturing the sacredness of family, working with others to do good in the world and doing these things,       
in Mary’s way – with gentleness, strength, care, compassion and love.  

I encourage you to take some time to pray the HAIL MARY prayer with your family throughout the month of 

May. It is a prayer that is well known by the children and reminds us of the importance of Mary in the life of our 
school. 



 

 

APRE News 

Thank you to all who join us in celebrating the Feast Day of Edmund Rice.  In our Catholic faith and tradition, Catholic Feast 
days are days set aside to remember important people and events through the course of the Faith from the time of Mary's 
birth all the way through to today honouring the saints. Edmund Rice is not yet a saint, but is on the journey to sainthood. 
He was the founder of the Christian Brothers and one of their many legacies has been to leave a network of schools across 
the world including Australia.  

Edmund Rice set up his first (free) school for poor and impoverished young men in Waterford, Ireland in 1802. Initially    
Edmund was influenced by the work of Nano Nagle, the founder of the Presentation Sisters. He gathered a group of men 
that he formed into a community of religious brothers dedicated to “raising up the poor”. By 1825 Edmund Rice and 30 
Brothers were educating over 5,500 boys in 12 different towns and cities. Edmund had become the founder of both the 
Christian and Presentation Brothers and more than two centuries on, our schools continue to be attracted by his vision.  

Prep – Lucy Greenwood 

Year 1 – Jack Schulz 

Year 2 – Brooke Purcell  

Year 3 – Ty Smith 

Year 4 – Bella Barrett 

Year 5 – Daniel Rowberry 

Year 6 – Emily Campbell-Slatter 

During the liturgy, a child from each class was awarded the Edmund Rice Award. The Award was for those students who 
have displayed the values of Presence, Compassion and Liberation. 

Congratulations to these students: 



 

 

APRE News continued 

QLD Catholic Netball  

We wish our senior netball girls all the very best as they compete 
against other Catholic schools in Brisbane on Monday.  

Upcoming dates 

12th May – Mother’s Day Liturgy and Afternoon Tea, 2pm  

17th May – Year 2 Prayer Assembly, 2.30pm  

Many blessings for the fortnight ahead,  

Jess Marshall    Acting Assistant Principal – Religious Education  

     

 

 

 

 

 

                                

WEEKDAY MASSES 

5.30pm Wednesdays  -  Wondai 

5.30pm Thursdays  -  Murgon                     

9.30am Fridays  - Murgon 

SUNDAY 21ST MAY 

Wondai      8.00am 

Goomeri    10.00am 

SATURDAY 20TH MAY 

Proston  9.00am 

Wondai 6.00pm 

Parish Mass Times  Phone Fr. Subin Thomas mcbs, Parish Administrator  Phone 41 681 406 

SATURDAY 13TH MAY 

Proston   9.00am 

Murgon  6.00pm 

 

SUNDAY 14TH MAY 

Wondai       8.00am 

Durong       10.30am 

Girls Club Tweets 

Girls Club  has been a creative hive again this year. The girls spent term 1 scrap booking a 
keepsake box for all their creations during the year. The girls have kicked off Term 

2 with a winter focus, and have been turning their hands to knitting a scarf to keep them warm in winter. They 
are all giving it a fantastic go! 



 

 

Classrooms Tweets  

In Year 4 Science  we have begun 

our own little garden.  We are  investi-
gating the life cycles of different          
animals and plants.  We are enjoying 
having our own experiment,  where we 
can see the changing stages of a plant’s 
life as it grows.  

In Year 6   we have been using cards and card games during our Maths 
learning this week. These card games are linked to our addition 

and subtraction strategies that we have been learning in the classroom. We took these games to 
Castra and had a wonderful time connecting with the residents and sharing our learning.  

Year 3      As we delve into narrative writing, 
the students have been looking at how 

they can develop characters in order to build suspense. It 
seemed like such a great day outside, so we took Granny and 
the Squatter book outside and described the characters. 

Year 5 We have been working hard preparing and 
completing our NAPLAN tests.  

We have been studying the structure of a narrative and preparing 
to write our own.  

We are looking forward to finishing the NAPLAN tests this week.  

In Religion, the students have engaged well while learning about 
Mary and her importance in the Gospels. 



 

 

Prep Year 1 Year 3  Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Duncan 
Cobbo 20th 

Xavvier 
Cameron 15th 
Braith  
Quinn 25th 

Justin Robinson 
7th 
Xavier 
Greenwood 
15th 

 Logan 
Robinson 2nd 
Draysharn 
Arnold 6th 

Alessa 
Druery 4th 
Daniel 
Rowberry 
17th 
Jilleal 
Bligh 21st  

DJ Olbes 
29th 
 

 Happy Birthday to our May Birthday Students 

Week 2     S T U D E N T S   O F   T H E   W E E K       Week 3 

Prep Maude Purcell       Prep Naomi Gillam 

Year 1 Billy Palmer  Year 1 Millah Druery & Chanikka Brown 

Year 2 Lalasa Arnold Year 2  

Year 3 Frank Boney Year 3 Rubin Alberts 

Year 4 Isaac Watson Year 4 Sadie Chapman  

Year 5  Year 5 Kali Button 

Year 6  Year 6 Thomas Currin 

Remember our Mother’s Day Stall this week 

Children can purchase a gift for Mum, Nanna or 

someone Special. 

There are many affordable quality gifts to 

choose from as low as $2.00 each.  Open each 

morning and at lunch time. 



 

 

Sports News 

A huge congratulations to all our students who participated in the School Cross Country on the 28th of April.    RED House ended up 

being our Champion House for the day.  The winners for each age group are as follows: 

5 years Boys Riley Schulz 

5 years Girls Gemma Luct 

6 years Boys Darius Costello 

6 years Girls Danielle Camp 

7 years Boys Quinci Costello 

7 years Girls  Brooke Purcell 

8 years Boys Xavier Greenwood 

8 years Girls Emily Palmer 

9 years Boys Jaquon Clevens 

9 years Girls Bella Barrett 

10 years Boys Trent Aubrey 

10 years Girls Lucy Hobbs 

11 years Boys Nathan Roderick 

11 years Girls Jasmynne McEffer 

12 years Boys Fletch Prendergast 

12 years Girls Latisha Byers 

 

We wish all our first three place getters from 10 –12 years Boys and Girls good luck as 

they compete at South Burnett Cross Country trials on Tuesday 16th May at Murgon State High School. 

We also take this opportunity to wish Tom Currin all the very best at the Wide Bay Rugby League Under 11 Boys trials to be held over 

the weekend. 

Finally, we wish to congratulate Fletch Prendergast on his successful selection in the 10-12 years Boys Wide Bay AFL team to compete 

in Mackay in mid June together with Tom Currin on his selection as part of the President’s team. 

P & F News—Just a final reminder that 

your orders and picture plate designs 

are due back this Friday, 12th May. 

Come and  join us, as we 
enter into the Cherbourg 
Ration Shed’s Fun Run.  
Mrs Gerrard is a very fast 
runner.  Come along and 
see if you can beat her!! 

Community News 

at Murgon Bowls Club 

BOWLS* & BURGERS 

Beginners  

PRIZES! 

Cost: $15 per player; non-player $5 

To book for yourself - or your team of 4 

Phone 4168 1043 (Bowls Club) 

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL (by 30.05.17) 

Have a FUN DAY with FAMILY & FRIENDS! 

     A fundraising event for 

Murgon Local Ambulance Committee 

* Barefoot:  or flat shoes without heels 


